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FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE





BUSINESS REGISTRATION IN ALBANIA: SIMPLER, CHEAPER, AND EASIER
The National Registration Center inaugurated in Tirana

Tirana, September 10, 2007 – The business community in Albania had reason to celebrate today. Supported by the Millennium Challenge Account, the Albanian Government opened a National Registration Center (NRC), which allows businesses to become registered in a single day and in one location.
Delivering the keynote speech at the Grand Opening for NRC, Prime Minister, Sali Berisha, said that this center “expands individual economic freedoms” of businesses in Albania. 
By visiting the new NRC in Tirana or one of NRC’s local service windows, Albanians can register their new businesses and receive a taxpayer ID number, and simultaneously registering for social and health insurance services.
Ambassador John L. Withers II, the new U.S. Ambassador to Albania emphasized the fact that the partnership between the Government of Albania and the Millennium Challenge Albania project made the NRC possible and encouraged Albanians to take advantage of the new business registration procedures.
“The Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC) is happy that our joint efforts brought us to this very important day for improving the business climate in Albania,” said Ms. Maria Longi, the MCC Director of Threshold Programs. “We will continue to support the reforms in business registration and the other two project components, tax administration and public procurement, as well as the participation of the business community in such reforms.”

Mr. Berisha, Ambassador Withers, and Ms. Longi cut the ribbon and visited the NRC offices. They greeted the representatives of several companies that had submitted their applications on Friday, September 7, and in one day, their companies were fully registered. Mr. Berisha wished them success with the new company ventures.

The establishment of the National Registration Center is part of the public administration reforms in Albania supported by the Millennium Challenge Albanian Threshold Agreement between the U.S. government and the Albanian government, administered by the USAID. The Albania Threshold Agreement assists the Government of Albania to reform and modernize the tax administration, public procurement, and business registration, and build an integrated system through a state-of-the-art e-government approach.
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