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I can say something—but not everything—about this issue, which, I think, needs a lot of 
discussing. I, too, agree that the media has not succeeded in becoming a partner in the noble 
mission of fighting human trafficking. As you all know, human trafficking is a shameful 
crime that treats human beings as slaves, making them live a slave’s life. Indifferent and 
inactive media indicate lack of the human dimension, and, as such, they stray away from 
fulfilling their mission.  
 
Why has the cooperation been difficult? I will try to touch upon the aspect of cooperation 
between the media and the civil society, particularly the non-governmental organizations 
involved in the coordination of anti-trafficking efforts. I think that the responsibility is 
mutual, and I am thrilled and optimistic by the fact that there is a new attitude to the media in 
this conference. The media have been invited to be part of a panel on the cooperation with the 
media regarding the coverage of trafficking issues and the fight against trafficking, which, in 
fact, I did not hear in the presentations of those I listened to. Not everyone’s presentations 
considered the media as a partner, and I think that the concept of the media as a partner has 
not become an inherent part of the civil society itself. 
 
I think that, what is worse, the media have been conceived of as a means of publicizing 
various events, however effective the events have been, while non-governmental 
organizations do not consider the media as means of achieving their goals. They use the 
media only for polishing the public luster of their events, after they take place.  
 
Investments are needed to bring the media to a more correct and professional position with 
regard to such issues as human trafficking or victim recovery. In light of this, I dare say that 
things that were mentioned before are, indeed, shameful, because writing such articles means 
victimizing victims for a second time, in addition to failing to fight the criminal acts of 
trafficking. It even means confronting them with the patriarchal attitude and other features of 
a conservative society.  
 
I do not seem able to think that this is an expression of deliberate evil; it is, instead, proof that 
journalists are not prepared, albeit two or three trainings that have been organized in Albania. 
I remember myself being a participant in training session organized by IOM three years ago, 
but I do not remember other trainings. I think we should do something about this. In addition, 
I would say that during the time I have been present in this event, and from the agenda, there 
are many areas where the media can be used to the public good; for, after all, even a press 
communication on a success story should be formulated well, so as not to end up in an 
editor’s waste basket. There is a methodology; there is a mastery that can be conveyed to 
NGOs, so that they can learn that they need staff that is specialized in dealing and 
cooperating with the media.  
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If this is achieved, we will see that cooperation will not be based merely on the publicity 
ambitions, but on what we can call a need system. The need system encourages us to do 
things; it makes cooperation sustainable, and unless NGOs know how to make the media 
interested in their events, show the media that they can do many interesting things for the 
public, whose publication will increase public’s interest in newspapers and television 
channels, the cooperation will not be sustainable. If that is achieved, then the block of mutual 
interests between the media and NGOs will be established, even in the area of human 
trafficking.  
 
Thank you 
 


